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On Sunday, February 10, 2013, at 3:00 pm, the South West District laity are 

invited to gather at Faith UMC in Ft Myers (15690 
McGregor Blvd, Ft. Myers FL 33908). 
  
 Bishop Carter will be leading a Bible Study, a time 
for Questions and Answers and a Communion 

Service. At the close of the Communion Service, refreshments will be served.  
  

Please join us in welcoming Bishop Ken Carter to our district.  

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
 
Dear SW Pastors, Lay Leaders, Members and Friends – 
 
Happy New Year 2013! May God’s grace be abundant with all of you, your families and all you do to make 
Kingdom impact in the communities you are all serving! 
 
During the past few days I have been reading the Bible and trying to find new clues and renewed strength 
to face the challenges that this new year is posing to all of us who are making every effort to raise up the 
name of Jesus in this area and to bring people to the knowledge and sovereignty of the living Christ, the 
Lord and Savior of our lives! 
 



A Bible passage came to me during a time of personal prayer and spiritual renewal: Ezekiel 18:21-23, 
 
“If wicked people turn away from all their sins and begin to obey my decrees and do what is just and 
right, they will surely live and not die. All their past sins will be forgotten, and they will live because 
of the righteous things they have done. “Do you think that I like to see wicked people die?”, says the 
Sovereign Lord. Of course not! I want them to turn from their wicked ways and live.” 
 
Of the many things that make me stand in awe before our loving and caring God is God’s ability of having 
mercy on the ones God wants to do so, and God’s compassion in giving people who repent and turn away 
from sin the possibility to be born again and experience new life through faith in the Risen Christ. 
 
We see clear examples of this through the Bible, and I would like to address the story about the Prophet 
Jonah: 
 
Jonah was called by God to preach at Nineveh a kind of life or death message from which the lives of more 
than 120,000 people depended. His response to such challenge was to take a ship in the opposite 
direction. How many times in our lives we have acted like Jonah, going away from God’s purpose for our 
lives? 
 
Because of Jonah’s failure to comply with God’s purpose, a wicked storm hit the ship in the middle of the 
ocean jeopardizing the lives of all those onboard. It is revealed that Jonah is the reason why all of this is 
happening and for that he is thrown into the sea and swallowed by a big fish. We ourselves have 
experienced the consequences of disobedience and lack of availability to be part of God’s plan for the 
salvation of humankind. 
 
From the big fish’s womb, having reached the bottom in those circumstances, the prophet cries out to 
God, gets grace and mercy and is put back on the shore just to receive a new calling to go to Nineveh. New 
mercies, new opportunities in God, to do God’s will and to align ourselves with God’s purpose for this 
world. 
 
We learn through this story about how persistent God can be in pursuing God’s plan. We have free will to 
say “no” to God’s design. But God’s plan is moving forward either with us or without us. That day at the 
shore life starts all over again for Jonah, with a renewed call to be God’s messenger for the salvation of 
wicked Nineveh. This time Jonah has learned his lesson. He takes advantage of the new beginning God has 
offered him through His mercy and this time Jonah goes to where God is calling him to go, proclaiming 
God’s message for that city: they have 40 days to repent and turn to God. 
 
Even the pagan king of Nineveh had a better sense of God’s mercy that the one who was called to speak 
for God. The King ordered a general fasting for all, humans and animals alike, and to dress with garments 
of mourning, and to sit on top of ashes to show repentance and contrition of heart, and asked  all citizens 
to cry out to God and to turn back from their wicked ways: “Who can tell? Perhaps even yet God will 
change his mind and hold back his fierce anger from destroying us”, Jonah 3:9. 
 
To cry out to God, to be humble, to express contrition of heart and to actually do something different with 
our lives to please God will always be a good strategy to win God’s favor. So, “When God saw what they 
had done and how they had put a stop to their evil ways, he changed his mind and did not carry out 
the destruction he had threatened”. 
 
Then God declares His nature as a merciful God through an allegory when Jonah gets angry because God 
changed His mind and forgave Nineveh and did not carried out the destruction and judgment Jonah had 
proclaimed would happen. Jonah feels like God has tricked him and made him waste his precious time. 



Jonah’s pride is hurt because he doesn’t feel God has honored his sacrifice and all the effort he put into 
accepting this new appointment and going to a dangerous place where nobody else wanted to serve. 
 
Actually Jonah gets so mad with God that he does not want to live anymore and asks God to take his life 
from him. Instead, God offers Jonah a new life lesson: He arranged for a leafy plant to grow where Jonah 
was, shading him from the sun, for which Jonah was really grateful. But God also arranged for a worm to 
eat through the stem of the plant so it withered away, exposing Jonah again to the sun and the heat of the 
day. Have you ever had the sense God arranged a worm to take you out of your comfort zone, to teach you 
a life lesson? 
 
The end of the story puts Jonah again angry with God and asking for death. Then God told him: “You feel 
sorry about the plant, though you did nothing to put it there. It came quickly and died quickly. But 
Nineveh has more than 120,000 people living in spiritual darkness, not to mention all the animals. 
Shouldn’t I feel sorry for such a great city?”, Jonah 4:10-11. 
 
The Bible narrative ends with this question, but we could kind of wonder if Jonah truly learned this new 
lesson in his life about God being a God of mercy and grace, a God of new opportunities and new 
beginnings for all who are open to move to the next level in their lives, a time in which we are more open 
to God’s leading through the Holy Spirit, more open to be changed, transformed and redesigned to be 
more in tune with God’s purpose for us. 
 
As prophet Micah puts it:  
 
“Where is another God like you, who pardons the guilt of the remnant, overlooking the sins of his 
special people? You will not stay angry with your people forever, because you delight in showing 
unfailing love. Once again you will have compassion on us. You will trample our sins under your feet 
and throw them into the depths of the ocean! You will show us your faithfulness and unfailing love 
as you promised to our ancestors Abraham and Jacob long ago”, Micah 7:18-20 
 
A new year is a new opportunity of renewed mercy God is allowing us to live for him. To start a new year 
is like receiving once again God’s calling to live in obedience to His Word, to be open to experience all God 
has designed for us, and to be willing to understand and pursue His purpose for our lives. 
 
God’s gracious offer demands decisions and actions on our part. God’s grace and mercy operates in order 
to produce change and realignment of our lives to God’s will. God is inviting us to consider the 
restructuring of our lives, to take out whatever has proven to be wrong in us, and to have the courage to 
rebuilt mind settings, to transform heart inclinations and to bring back our souls to what God is expecting 
from us to use us as an important part of His Kingdom purpose. 
 
That’s where my soul is as we start the privilege and wonder of a new year as a gift of God’s grace and 
mercy. And I’m asking God to give me the boldness, passion and wisdom to be an instrument of His Glory 
where He has placed me and to be a positive influence wherever I have the chance to, in order to make 
Kingdom impact in this beautiful part of Florida and in the lives of people whom will be part of my 
journey during 2013 and beyond! 
 
May God help you also to do so! 
 
In God’s amazing grace, 
 

Rini 



<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

The South West District will be providing Local Church Leadership Training in 2 

locations in the district.  If you have been serving on a local church leadership 

team (SPR, Finance, Trustees, etc.), been just elected to a committee at 

your last Charge Conference or just interested in learning more….please join 

us at either: 

 Saturday, January 26, 2013 (St. John’s UMC in Sarasota)  

 Saturday, February 2, 2013 (North Naples UMC). 

 

For more information and to register, go to the Conference website 

(www.flumc.org) 

 select “Districts” on the left side of the home page. 

 select “South West” 

 on the LEFT SIDE of the page, select “Local Church Leadership Training” 

 

Please contact Sandy in the District Office with any questions. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
According to records in the Conference Archives, the following churches in the South West 

District are celebrating significant anniversaries this year and will be recognized at annual 

conference: 

 

125th  First, Wauchula 

25th  Faith, Ft. Myers 

 

If other churches should be included, please notify Nell Thrift at  

thriftmail@aol.com or 863-680-4992. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

YOU CAN VIEW ALL LOCAL CHURCH EVENTS ON THE CONFERENCE WEBSITE – SELECT 
“LOCAL CHURCH EVENTS” UNDER THE ‘QUICK LINKS’ SECTION 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

http://www.flumc.org/
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From the Desk of Gene Louise Fisher (South West District Director of Lay Servant Ministries) 
 
Jim Boesch will be presenting “Understanding Men’s Ministry” January 18-19.  This training is open to men 
only.  Pine Island UMC in Bokeelia will be hosting this event.  The cost will be $40. 
Times: Jan 18  6pm-9pm 
 Jan 19 9am-4pm 
Make checks payable to “Pine Island UMC Men” and mail to Pine Island UMC, 5701 Pine Island Road, Bokeelia 
FL 33922.  Please contact Pine Island UMC with any questions at 239-283-2386. 
 
See You There! 
 
Contact Info:  Gene Louise Fisher, email: piumchurch@comcast.net or phone: 239-283-2386 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
Report from Mike Edwards, SW District Youth Coordinator 

 
The Wesley Foundation is now firmly onboard at Florida Gulf Coast University.  I talked to Pastor Christie 
recently and she says the young adults at FGCU are very excited about the new Wesley program there.  If you 
have juniors or graduating seniors that are thinking of going to FGCU, contact her to get them connected to 
the FGCU Wesley House. 
 
The FLUM training conference for youth leaders, the Gathering, is scheduled for January 24-25 at Warren 
Willis camp.  The $95 registration includes lodging and 4 meals.  For more info and to register, go to 
http://kminter.wix.com/gathering2013. 
 
Our last youth leader’s meeting was a try at something new.  I thought that a breakfast meeting might fit more 
schedules.  I was wrong.  We had the same few dedicated souls attending.  We said goodbye to Irv Hopkins at 
Gulf Cove UMC as he moves on to a new chapter in in his service to God.  Chelsea Hernandez, of the FLUM 
camp Riverside Retreat, filled us in on some great new events and programs happening at Riverside.  Check 
them out at www.RiversideRetreatUMChurchCamp.com  for more info.  I am particularly excited about the 
expanded summer camp program this year. 
 
Our next youth leader’s meeting is on January 10, noon, at First UMC -Immokalee.  We will have info on the 
district wide summer mission trips.  There is one to the FLUM Children’s Home near Orlando and another to 
Cuba. The church there is feeding us, so please RSVP by January 4 so we can give them a rough head count. 
 
 
Contact info: Mike Edwards, FLUM SW District Youth Coordinator 
Youth Director, Faith UMC, 15690 McGregor Blvd., Ft. Myers FL 33908 
medwards@faithum.com. 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
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CLERGY  -  MARK YOUR CALENDARS & REGISTER NOW!!!!! 
 

CLERGY TEAM MEETING– FEB. 11, 2013 
Guest Speaker: Bishop Ken Carter 

Location: First UMC, , Punta Gorda, FL 33982 
(There will not be a Clergy Spouse Gathering at this meeting) 

CLICK HERE to register 

 

NEW DATE FOR RETREAT 
CLERGY TEAM RETREAT & CLERGY SPOUSE GATHERING – APRIL 16, 2013 

This meeting will be from 9:30am until 3:30pm 

Guest Speaker: Bishop Dick Wills 
Retreat Location: Boca Grande UMC 

(You will need $6 cash for toll bridge) 
CLICK HERE to register 

______________________________________ 

 
Clergy Team Meetings are mandatory for all full-time clergy. 

Part-time clergy are encouraged to attend. 
 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
 

 

CALENDAR NOTES: 
Jan 24 - dCOM ReCertification of Candidates, First UMC, Punta Gorda 
Jan 26 - Local Church Leadership Training, St. John’s UMC-Sarasota 
Feb 2 - Local Church Leadership Training, North Naples UMC 
Feb 5 – NCD Meeting, Location: TBD 
Feb 10 - Bishop Carter Preaching at Faith UMC in Ft. Myers 
Feb 10 - Bishop Carter meeting w/district laity at Faith UMC in Ft Myers (3pm-5pm) 
Feb 11 - Bishop Carter meeting w/district clergy , Location: First UMC-Punta Gorda 
Apr 16 - ALL DAY Clergy Team Meeting. Location: Boca Grande UMC (9:30am-3:30pm) 
 
This newsletter gives an overview of some of the activities of the South West District and the Conference.  
Please make a note of these events and encourage your lay ministers and church members to participate. 

http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/4100
http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/4054

